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Calamity Jane got her nickname while 
serving as an army scout under Buffalo Bill. 
Her real name was Martha Jane Canary. A 
Captain Egan at Goose Creek Camp, South 
Dakota and his men were attacked by 
Indians.  

They were fighting for their lives, but were 
losing the battle. Captain Egan had fallen 
from his horse. 

The woman now known as Calamity Jane 
rode into the center of the fray, dismounted, 
and lifted the captain in front of her on the 
saddle. They dashed through the Indians 
untouched, though every other man in the 
company was slaughtered. 

When he recovered, Captain Egan pinned 
the name “Calamity Jane” on his rescuer and 
it stuck like glue for the rest of her life. 
(From the Livingstone, Montana Enterprise,  
August 8, 1903) 
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We took a brief vacation from our 

previous blog to assess, retool and 
generally get our feet on the ground. Since 
turning 83 years old, getting our feet on 
the ground is our most chosen daily effort. 

 
Instead of a blog, we have opted to 

produce a monthly newsletter that will 
provide readers with informative and 
entertaining information about California 
and western history. 

 
If you like our newsletter, you will 

surely like our books. Please browse the 
books on our website. 
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We welcome your help and your 

questions. If you’ve got questions about 
California’s history or even questions 
about our neighboring states, send them 
in. We will attempt to answer them in the 
newsletter. Email your questions to 
stagecoach@surewest.net. 
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Discover the books of Alton Pryor for a 
pleasurable change in reading habits. Alton has 
developed a following because of his style of 
writing and publishing. 

Alton’s books get to the point in a hurry and 
satisfy today’s hurried pace.  

Each chapter, and they are quite often short, 
contains a complete story on California or 
western history.  

The author suggests that he may have the 
world’s best bathroom books. Readers can read a 
chapter, getting the whole story, and then set the 
book aside until they have time to read another 
chapter. 
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Frisbees were not first invented in the 
1960s. Children on the Oregon Trail threw 
frisbee-like devices back in the mid-1800s. 
But they weren't made of plastic—they were 
made of buffalo dung. 

During the great western migration, the 
entire Great Plains region was covered with 
buffalo chips--they were unavoidable. Kids 
often tossed them about in a Frisbee-like 
manner. But the chips had a much more 
practical purpose for the emigrants—they  
were burned for fuel. 
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Take two pounds of Arbuckle's coffee, put in 
enough water to wet it down, boil it for two 
hours, then throw in a hoss shoe. if the hoss 
shoe sinks, she ain't ready.  

 


